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“Striving to Do What Christ Tells Us through Scripture”

Left to right: Liz Craver, Yvonne Rodriguez, Wayne Felicetta, Stan Rodland,
Aharon de la Cruz, and Lisa Baldwin

Ordinations and Installations for 2019

On Sunday, January 6th, we ordained and installed new consistory members for 2019.

Stan Rodland was elected for a two-year term and Wayne Felicetta for a one-year term,
as elders. Aharon de la Cruz was re-elected for a two-year term as elder.

Lisa Baldwin, Liz Craver, and Yvonne Rodriguez were re-elected for two-year terms as
deacons.

Because Stan and Wayne had not served in that capacity before, they were ordained and
installed. Those re-elected were installed.

Five elders and five deacons make up the consistory, our governing body of the church.

Bob Craver and Pete Newman are the remaining elders; Erin Reagan and Theresa Taylor
are the remaining deacons.




Choir practice is now every Sunday
in the sanctuary following
the morning worship service.
1st Sunday of each month - 1:00 PM
All other Sundays - 12:30 PM

The Congregational Prayer Group will
meet on Wednesday, February 13th
at 7:00 PM in the sanctuary.

They meet the 2nd Wednesday of each
month and all are welcome as they pray
for each other, family, friends,
the community and the world.

Open Door due February 15

Everyone is welcome to contribute to The
Open Door, the church’s monthly newsletter.
Articles for the March edition are due by Friday,
February 15th and they can be e-mailed directly
to the church office, bshklch@ptd.net or you may
leave them in the church office mailbox, located
near the conference room.

The monthly potluck luncheon will be on
Sunday, February 17th.

If you are able, please bring a dish to
share for about 10 or 12 people.

The monthly staff meeting
is on Tuesday, February 19th at
11:30 AM in the church office.

Breakfast - February 24

We will be serving breakfast on Sunday,
February 24th from 8:30 - 10:00 AM. Breakfast
will be served buffet style; in addition there will
be a made-to-order omelet station.

Please consider coming to church early that
day and enjoy a wonderful breakfast and Chris-
tian fellowship with one another.

We are collecting BOXED PASTA,
POTATOES AND RICE for
Bushkill Outreach, our local food pantry,
throughout the month of FEBRUARY.
There are bins in the narthex
for your donations.

Thank you!

Prayer Retreat Planned for
March 30 - Steve Schoonover

A prayer retreat is being put together for any
interested persons on Saturday, March 30. The
retreat will be a full day affair (9:00 AM to 4:00
PM with a lunch break). The retreat will be held
at PEEC (Pocono Environmental Education Cen-
ter), located on Emery Road in Dingmans Ferry.
Many who attended the retreat last year at PEEC
are looking forward to a return visit. The exact
details of the retreat are still being worked out by
the discipleship team. Although there will be a
cost to participants, any who find the fee to be a
burden should inquire about partial or full fund-
ing for the event. Our relationship to God is un-
likely to be better than our prayer lives. Partici-
pating in this event will hopefully improve our
efforts to communicate with the One through
whom anything is possible.



Breaking Free Center -
Rob Rozsay

Are You Nice or Kind?

One thing that I believe we were all taught
growing up as Christians was that we needed to
be nice. We learned some absolute rules, “Be
nice, play nice, and most of all, if you can’t say
anything nice, don’t say it at all.” So, is that
working for you?

Over the years as a counselor, and in my
own life, I've found that more damage has been
done to relationships by people trying to be nice
rather than kind because in general most of us
were never taught the difference.

Let’s talk about being kind. Being fikind0 is
empowering, it means speaking the truth in a
way that someone we care for can hear you. 1|
call it being able to have the hard discussion. We
challenge faulty thinking and behaviors; we es-
tablish firm boundaries € . When we are fnice0
we are frequently ignored or dismissed especial-
ly when challenging someone® thinking.

We often find someone we care about mak-
ing poor decisions. When that person is in trou-
ble, we logically want to help. But too often our
efforts are more harmful than helpful. We be-
lieve that we are trying to help them, but our ac-
tions allow them to continue their activities. Es-
sentially we are enabling them to continue with
their detrimental practices. When we are nice,
we are helping those we care for avoid conse-
quences. These consequences could encourage
them to stop damaging behaviors.

So, what does being nice look like? Let's
ask ourselves these questions. Do you find your-
self failing to confront the behavior of a friend,
child, or loved one, not wanting to rock the boat
or hurt someone’s feelings? Do you make excus-
es to avoid telling them, or sometimes even
blame yourself for being to critical? How often
do you give them “another chance” instead of
telling them the truth? Do you care more than
they do? Are you being held hostage by their be-

haviors but don’t speak about it? If you answered
yes to one or more of these, then you are the one
with the problem, not them. They are doing exact-
ly what they want to do.

At the root of our “nice” behavior is our diffi-
culty accepting uncomfortable feelings, both in
others and ourselves. These feelings are formed
when someone faces an inconvenient truth. We
feel very uncomfortable when he/she responds by
being sad, hurt, betrayed, or angry.

Today, be aware that our responsibility is to
be supportive in their growth by speaking truth,
not hinder improvement by omitting the truth. We
need to empathize and pray because we care. We
need to be supportive when we do not get a posi-
tive response. We can encourage those we care
about learn the actual costs of their actions and not
overly protect them.

All of us need to consider if we are helping or
harming the people in our lives. By practicing
this, we can become KIND = EMPOWERING
instead of nice = enabling. Let God, not you, gov-
ern the outcome.

Whether you are nice or kind is your choice,
so choose well.

If you would like to know more, call the
Breaking Free Center at 570-688-8199.

John 8:32 (NIV) “Then you will know the
truth, and the truth will set you free.”

How Badly Do You Want It?
Steve Schoonover

Nearly everyone I know who attends church
regularly admits that their desire is for a closer
relationship with Jesus. There are several things
that anyone can do that will put them on a path
that converges with the one Jesus would have us
travel. Our desire to be like Jesus can be exer-
cised by being in God’s Word. After all, that is
the primary record we have of how Jesus came to
be our Savior and why He had to do so. The diffi-
culty arises when the excuses begin to accumulate
for why we don’t spend more time in our Bibles.



Much of those excuses center around lack of
understanding and that will be a
legitimate excuse for not spending more time in
the Bible unless we discuss what we read with
others in an effort to know what we are to learn

semi-

from any given passage.

There are several regularly meeting
growth groups in our church that provide op-
portunities for getting to know better some
folks with whom we worship. These groups,
by design, stay small (about 10 or less) allow-
ing trusting relationships to form and providing
understanding of what we are being told in
God’'s Word. I can testify to the effectiveness
of getting closer to Jesus by being in a growth
group. The question is, “How badly do you
want this closer relationship with the only One
who is sinless?” Do you want it badly enough
to set aside and an hour and a half or so once a
week to get better understanding of what we
read in the Bible? If you truly want that life-
changing relationship with Jesus, get into a
group. This is almost certainly a better use of
the time than something else you are already
doing.

Financial Report - MaryAnn Conza

12/01/18 to 12/31/18 ~ 01/01/18 to 12/31/18

Income  $29,893.65 Income $194,918.23
Expenses  14.320.25 Expenses 178.649.78
$15,573.40 $ 16,268.45

There was a large donation in December
giving our monthly income greater than normal.
God blesses a cheerful giver.

We received in 2018 from AmazonSmile
$92.11; Mignosi’'s Foodtown receipts $494.77;
Community Café $773.51; use of building
$1,700.00; Laurent Trust $3,400.00; Lewis Trust
Fund $103,619.25 as well as a percentage of
funds from two family members totaling
$12,668.00. The Deacons were given 10% of all
the proceeds we received.

From the Lewis Fund, we paid $67,396.32
toward the mortgage. The second mortgage was
paid in full this past April.

God continues to bless The Reformed
Church of Bushkill with each one of you and I
feel privileged to be your Treasurer.

Blessings to you all,

MaryAnn
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for an overnight stay, please call the church
office, 588-6773.



