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New Members to Be Publicly Received The Robe Hides So Much!

March 7
Pastor Sayer is being weighed in on the first
morning of ourWhat a Loser!Challenge. Members
We had a great new members class on January 2 f_our congregation are being challenged this ltent
complete with a lot of good questions and discussamd th:?lf:j?uorgtg“gngt léﬁrsf% rgte ?/fv(t;,% l;n;eg}g);nvﬂﬁes
new relationships being formed. Our new membersetme Y ' y @

: : larger challenge through owvhat a Loser!Cam-
twice with the elders subsequent to the class. 1@y aian. throuah which members of our conaregation
members will be publicly welcomed into membership o baign, 9n . . congreg
March 7. are invited to think about their relationship tado

Back row, left to right: Niki Syfor, daughter Elagnlim Syfor,
Mikal Jacks@mgel Lowe holding

daughter Kgmrand Dan Lowe.
Front row: Marty McGinnis

Shock and dismay are etched on
Pastor Sayer’s face as the scale
reveals the ravages of this
winter’'s weight gain!



Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner --
March 13

The Women's Fellowship Group will hold a
Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinneron Saturday,
March 13 from 5:00-7:00 PM in Rottenberg Hall.
Our congregation, their families and friends are in
vited to enjoy this traditional St. Patty’s Day rhea
Ladies from the Fellowship Group along with other
willing helpers are joining their efforts to prepaand
serve this buffet-style meal. Take-out orders Wl
available. Cost is $10.00 (kids under age sixXrae)
with proceeds going to church-sponsored activities.
We hope you can be here for some great food and
Christian fellowship. If anyone would like to help
please call Jeanne Dunstane, 588-3407.

Family Promise -- March 14-21 --

Liz Craver
God has given our church many gifts! Let's
share these gifts with Family Promise! They are

scheduled to be here March 14 through 21. They
spend the night at our church. We need one male an
one female to also spend the night. The overnight
host would come by 7:00 PM and leave by 5:30 the
next morning. Families then go back to the day cen
ter. While they are at the day center, they wark o
job skills and other things. They return to ouuari

for dinner around 5:30. A dinner host comes a05:3
to cook dinner and clean up. The families eat aaou
6:00. You are welcome to cook at the church or pre
pare it at home. Family Promise helps familiesl fin
housing and lead a productive life.

I have run into families that have stayed at our
church. They said we are one of the most welcoming
hosts and our meals are wonderful. If we can make
their stay with us peaceful, it gives them a braak
the stress they have. Please place this upon your
heart to help out. If you have any questions ar ca
help, please call Liz Craver at 223-1298.

Lord’s Supper Class for Children on
March 21

Our church welcomes children to the Lord’s Ta-
ble. In order to be admitted to the Lord’s Table,
children first meet with the elders in order to ues
they have a basic understanding of the meaning of
the Lord’s Supper. So as to prepare thentliet

meeting, Pastor Sayer spends some time with them to
help them understand what the elements repre$ent, t
spiritual presence of Christ in the Lord’s Supperd

that the Supper knits us to God and to brothers and
sisters in Christ. Our elders have found thatdchii

may be able to understand some of these things afte
reaching second grade or so. Children of approxi-
mately that age and older are invited to attend the
class and then meet with the elders. Coming to the
Table should in no way be viewed as a rite of pgssa
however — something that a child is simply expected
to do at a certain age. This should be done when a
child expresses interest in the Lord’s Supper. tTha
interest comes in its own time — to each child idlif-
ferent.

Pastor Sayer will be leading a children’s class on
the Lord’s Supper on March 21 at 12:30. Children
will then meet with the elders the following Sunday
March 28 at 12:30. Please let Pastor Sayer knaw yo
will be participating by contacting him at 588-67G13
pastorss@ptd.net

Introduction to the New Testament on
Wednesdays Beginning March 24

There’s a great thirst in our congregation to dig
into the Bible. Yet, the Bible can be a littleimidat-
ing if you've never read it before. Sometimesétps
to know a little bit about what you are going t@de
before you read it.

Last year we held a very well-attended Introduc-
tion to the Old Testament. This year we will fimis
our introduction to the Bible as we hold our Intuod
tion to the New Testament. This is a ten-weeksclas
We will spend four weeks looking at the Gospels and
Acts. We will examine how they are similar andoals
different from each other. Each Gospel writer ti#s
ferent themes he wants to emphasize and different a
diences to whom he is writing. We will explore how
those affect the message of each Gospel. This clas
will take three weeks to look at Paul’'s variougees.
Again, each letter has a different purpose, althoug
some of Paul’s themes run throughout his lették&e
will also look at the geography of the ancient dorl
Students will know, for example, where Philippi or
Colossae are. We will also examine the letterdef
brews, James, John, Peter and Jude for two weeks.
Some of these letters are rarely read, yet thed she
light on the ancient church and modern faith ad.wel
We will conclude with a week on Revelation and
teach you to read it in a way that helps it to make
least a bit if sense! We will have a one-wbedak



during May, and finish on June 2. Class is fro007:
to 8:00 or 8:30 PM. This class will not focus on
teaching you everything there is to know about the
New Testament. Rather, it will look at broad theme
so that that you can you understand the New Testa-
ment as you read it during your own personal devo-
tions.

If you would like to participate, it would be
helpful for Pastor Sayer to know ahead of time.
Please contact him at pastorss@ptd.me588-6773.

Family Easter Fun -- Diane Jiorle

On Sunday, March 28, please join us in Rotten-
berg Hall for some Easter fun and crafts at 97Ibis
will take place during the Sunday School hour, €0 w
will not have our regular classes. Family members
and friends are invited to join us for this fun miog;
we would love to have you! Please remember that
we will not have Sunday School on Easter, which is
April 4 this year.

Prepare Ye the Way.... -- Flo Powell

Prepare ye the way, prepare ye the way of the Lord,
Prepare ye the way, prepare ye the way of the Lord.
Yeshua, You reign on high, You reign on high!
Almighty God, Your love is like no other,
Yeshua, You reign on high, You reign on high!
Almighty God, Your love is like no other.

Prepare Ye the Way!!!
Words & Music by Michael W. Smith

As the Chancel Choir, Gospel Choir, Praise
Band, Lee, Youth Voices, Youth Band and Chil-
dren’s Choir(our entire Music Ministry)prepare for
the Lenten Season, Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday,
Good Friday and Easter Sunday, we invite you to
meet us in our appropriate journey of song represen
tative of each period.

March morning services 10:30 AM

March 28 - Palm Sunday 10:30 AM

Please note Processional - all choirs singing
above song Prepare Ye the Wayith Drumline and
Band; Children’s Choir waving palm branches

April 1 - Maundy Thursday service 7:00 PM

April 2 - Good Friday service 7:00 PM

April 4 - Easter Sunday service 10:30 AM

Please noteall choirs with instrumentation

Processional -Halle, Halle, Halle - Marty
HaugenJesus Paid It All Elvina M. Hall & John T.
Grape;Alive and Well- Robert Sterling

Our Easter Plans

On Easter morning, April 4, we will be having
breakfast together before the service. The timke wi
be a little different than the normal breakfase
will begin at 9:00 and finish at 10:00. We will of
course have our two normal Sunday services at
10:30 and 7:00.

Bible Buddies Is Coming

One of the hardest things we’re asked to do as
Christians is read the Bible. It's not that théIBiis
so hard to understand — though sometimes it is. It
not that it's so boring — although we’'d have to &dm
that there are some parts that are. The hardest th
about reading the Bible is finding the time and the
discipline to keep at it. We have good intentions.
Sometimes we even get off to a good start. Yst it’
a constant struggle to keep it up each day, or even
most days of the week.

Our church has designed a program we think
will help us with finding the time and discipline t
read our Bibles. We're calling it Bible Buddies —
and that pretty well describes it! Everyone who-pa
ticipates will be assigned a Bible Buddy — someone
that you touch base with once a week at a set time.
You decide together on a reading program — there
are three. One is designed for folks who don’tehav
much experience reading the Bible. It gives you a
30-day overview of important biblical themes. A
second reading plan takes you through the Bible in
two years, reading just a few chapters a -day
perhaps eight to fifteen minutes worth of readirdg.
third is more intensive. It takes you througe
Bible in a year. Each week, you briefly talk tauyo
Bible Buddy about your readings using some model
guestions that are provided for you. If you rutoin
guestions that neither of you can address, thdre w
be folks in the congregation you can go torn o
der to find some answers. That's it. That's the p
gram. It utilizes the well-understood principleth
if there’s even a little accountability, it's easi®
make something a habit.

You will hear about more about Bible Buddies
in worship over the next few weeks. We will begin
Bible Buddies on April 11.



Mark Your Calendars for Vacation
Bible School 2010 -- Diane Jiorle

It's crazy, | know, but VBS will be here before
you know it. This year Vacation Bible School wik
during the week of July 26-30 with the closing peog
on Sunday, August 1. The theme for this year mn“S
Harvest County Fair - Growing the Fruit of the 8fir
The kids will learn how to: Grow Love, Sprout Joy,
Plant Peace, Produce Patience and Pick Kindné'ss. |
going to be a lot of fun! Please keep this datenagnd
join us for a great week!

Financial Report -- Ina Murray

1/1/10 to 1/31/10
Income $20,856.47
Expenses $18,102.96
Difference $2,753.51

We are ahead by $2,753 for the month of January
because we received a check from the Laurentandt
a refund from the Deacons for last year’'s overagst
was more like breaking even.

Breaking Free Recovery Center --
Robert Rozsay, BCBC

How are things going for you so far this year? Ar
you still on track with your New Years resolutions?
Has your life improved in any way or are you stllick
in the same old patterns that have gone on year aft
year?

So what do you do? Well, we “HAVE WHAT
YOU NEED’ to make changes in your life; to improve
your relationship with God, yourself and otheryaur
life. To make changes that really count, so thaénv
you look deeply into yourself, you're not disapgenh

The Breaking Free Recovery Center has and con-
tinues to form groups that address most of thebtesu
some life issues. People just like you, with thens
problems, looking to improve their lives throughet-
ter understanding of themselves and the Bible,grray
fully making the changes necessary to become the pe
son God designed us to be.

We're here every Sunday from 4PM to 6PM. Stay
for dinner afterwards. You know what you need, eom
and get it!

Step 2 - Came to Believe that a Power
Greater than Myself Could Restore Me
to Sanity -- Eileen Altamuro

The second step implies a process.

| came -1 Admitted| had a problem and had an
earnest feeling wanting to do something to change m
behavior. | came tol-Realizedthat admitting | had a
problem verbally and wanting to do something about
my problem was not the same as actually getting up
off my butt and taking some definite action steps t
fixing my problem. | came to believel -Knew that
since | had been trying to do something about my
problem, temptation was becoming very difficult to
fight off, and | started to get (understand) thdtdn't
have to fight this battle alone, that this Poweed&?er
than me was God.

Being restored to sanity is another part of the
process. | found that God, this Power Greater than
was becoming more real to me, as | called outimdbl
faith for “My Higher Power” to help me notuse
today; or to stay out of places | knew were bachfier
or “just say no” when it was offered. Whatevewds,
it seemed the more | relied on God for helping me o
with my issues, the easier it became to trust tipeis
natural power.

In the book,Life’s Healing ChoicesChoice 2 -
“Getting Help - the HOPE choice,” we are instructed
on how to plug into God’s Power: 1. Believe thatdGo
exists 2. Believe that you matter to Him 3. Believe
that He has the Power to help you. Sometimes, how-
ever, the process of getting to the 1st part (Belgp
that God exists) is a process. God is real. Uf lyave-

n’t already seen any personal evidence of His Power
this is the time to start letting Him in by sim@gking
Him to help you, and watch the evidence pile up!

Now that you've just admitted you have a prob-
lem, you realize that you're a nut job, and thati yo
have absolutely no idea how to fix your unmanageabl
life, you become humbled when you find yourself-ask
ing for some assistance. Any help you receivéniat t
point, to some degree, is a power greater than-your
self. But the true Power Greater than yoursetiis-
ing from a supernatural source. Who is God? What
do | understand about Him? To be continued....



Congregational Care - What Does It
Mean For You? -- Maudelin Willock

When you hear “Congregational Care Ministry”,
what thoughts and images come to mind? What sec-
tion of the church community do you believe such a
ministry will serve? If you answered, the sickspib
talized and homebound, you are part of a greatmajo
ity who understand “Congregational Care” in this
light! Most congregations believe that the major
thrust of a Ministry of Care is the sum total o$ité
to the sick (in hospital or at home) and to homeigbou
members at home or in institutions. While | agiee,
essence with this argument, the scope of any Cengre
gational Care Ministry extends far beyond this lim-
ited span. Regrettably, some churches encourage th
misperception, not intentionally, but rather dug¢he
availability of resources to address other social a
emotional needs of members.

In the context of community, Congregational
Care should be seen as the expressions of lovieg ca
and support for and among members of the faith
community. The focus of Congregational Care, as
different from Pastoral Care, speaks to a deeper co
cern for nurturing and encouraging wholeness in
each member. When the Congregational Care min-
istry is functioning as God intended, members fgcin
life challenges will know there is someone ime t
fellowship with whom they could share common
concerns, problems and test without the fear aidei
judged or ridiculed. Regrettably, like Cain, weneo
tinue to ask God, “Am | my brother's keeper” which
shows a shift from an “us” to “me” mentality. Thut
be told, the vast majority of people are not umgari
intentionally; but every time we neglect to reach o
to others in ways that reach beyond our basic human
expectation - we contradict the very meaning of
Christian love which is the essence of Congregation
Care.

By placing the emphasis on love and care, the
church places itself in the unique position where
members begin to feel empowered and willing to ad-
dress and discuss life concerns from a faith perspe
tive. As a community of faith firmly grounded inet
words of Scripture, where “faith, hope and loveé ar
the ideals, we should be fully prepared to lencuadh
to our “neighbors” who struggle with life issues
(unemployment, caring for aging parents, health,
grief, stress and other emotional and spiritual-con
cerns) so they can approach these issues armed with
the knowledge that their community of faith is full
supportive of them. Jesus said, ‘Love the Laydry

God with all your heart, with all your soul, andthwvi
all your mind.” This is the greatest command-
ment...The second is like ftove your neighbor as
yourself.” (Matt 22:37-39). By stepping out of our
comfort zones to be concerned about the welfare of
our brothers and sisters, we will each acknowledge
our roles as partners in the ministry of Congrega-
tional Care. As Christians, we are reminded toi-cul
vate love that is sincere; disliking what is eviing
to what is good; be devoted to one another in broth
erly love; honor the other above yourselves; do not
lack zeal; keep our spiritual commitment and when
we do these things, our service will be unto thedLo
Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction; be faithifin
prayer; sharing with God’'s people who are in need.
Above all, practice hospitality. (Rom 12:9-13).

To learn more about this ministry here at the
Reformed Church of Bushkill, or if you are inteesbt
in getting involved, please get in touch with Semi-
nary Intern, Maudelin Willock who is currently serv
ing on our Congregational Care Ministry. You can
reach her on Sundays or by e-mail -
willinzeem@yahoo.com.

Summary of Being Informed about
Being Reformed

We recently finished up a five-week sermon se-
ries on Reformed beliefs. It may be helpful fouyo
to see the summary of the beliefs that were liftpd
during this series. The more times we see these
things, the easier they are to remember.



Deacon Update — Mary Scarnecchia

The Deacons have supported many ministries
this past year near and far. We support the Monroe
County Ex Offenders Re-entry Program, Pocono/
Slatebelt Youth for Christ, Shepherd's Maternity
House in Price Township and the Family Promise
program, whom we host on a quarterly basis in our
church.

We continue to support other area organizations
such as the Bushkill Outreaobur local food pantry,
with a monetary donation each year as well as the
annual Thanksgiving food drive. What a blessing it
is to see the overflowing table in the front of the
sanctuary with so many bags of groceries to hedp ar
needy families have a wonderful meal. It give us
such pleasure to organize The Joy of Giving Tree at
Christmas to collect gifts for the children of tbie
ents of the Bushkill Outreach also.

We help support RCA-sponsored missionaries
Jack and Susannah Dabney in Albania and Dick and
Carolyn Otterness who work with Roma in Hungary.
We also help support Rich and Marta Hoadley, who
teach English, of WEC International in Brazil. Ric
is Lisa Hoadley’s brother.

We all know of the devastating earthquake that
hit Haiti a few months ago. We were able to send
$2772.50 to the Reformed Church World Services
which included $1772.50 donated by our congrega-
tion along with the disaster relief budget of $100€
deacons have earmarked each year.

On a more positive note, we were excited to
help start up the Breaking Free Recovery Center, fa
cilitated by Rob Rozsay, which meets here each Sun-
day from 4:00-6:00 PM.

These are just some of the things the Deacons
are called to do.

Congratulations to ....

Bob Gano, who recently retired. Bob and
Jeanne are spending more and more time now at their
place by the shore in Delaware.

We’'re Looking for a Few Good Men...
and Women... and Kids to Usher

We'd like to expand our ushering corps. The
ushers give people a warm greeting as they core int
worship, and help people with any questions they
may have. They also take up the offering durirg th
service. If you're not sure what role you mighiifi
the church, being an usher is a great place to. star
The ministry of usher is open to anyone from high
school through adulthood. If you'd like to trydut,
contact John Mozon at jolymo@enter.rat 588-
3726.

Children — Would You Like to Be an
Acolyte?

You've seen our acolytes in action. They're the
ones who light our candles at the beginning of wor-
ship, and put them out at the end. The lightinthef
candles symbolizes the light of Christ coming into
our lives. You'll notice that the acolytes leavest
sanctuary with that light still burning as they Wwal
down the aisle. This symbolizes us going out tho
world with the light of Christ.

Our acolytes are put on a schedule and take
turns doing this ministry. It is important thatuyor
your parents are able to keep track of your turthen
schedule. The ministry of acolyte is open to ahy o
our kids age eight and up. If you are interested i
this ministry, contact John Mozon at
jolymo@enter.nebr 588-3726.

Thanks from Sunday School Kids --
Diane Jiorle

Thanks goes out to all of you who bought a
bracelet from the kids in February! You were sn-ge
erous with your donations. We made a profit of abou
$243.00. We really had so much fun doing thisiand
will help us support Haley, the little girl we aspon-
soring through “Save the Children”. We would espe-
cially like to thank Beth Brelje for your enthusias
and willingness to help with our project.



Valentine Recap/Kenya Mission Trip --
Caroline Verkaik

Thanks to all of you who attended our annual
Valentines Dinner/Dance at Shawnee, those of you
who gave donations or items for the silent auction,
and those of you still giving donations to make our
mission of helping dig a well in Kenya a success.

| have truly seen the amazing hand of God in
what we are trying to accomplish here. The turnout
of 45 people at the dance was great. We had fots o
fun and the food was great.

The money we raised just from the dinner/
dance was $832 and the donations and silent auction
raised $797.50, bringing the total to $1630.50.

| appreciate everyone’s effort to raise such an
amount during such tough times. Our goal is to
raise about $5000 for the well in Kenya. We have
until June 9th to accomplish our goal and | know
God is blessing our mission by putting all of you
around this because unity is strength and | coatd n
have done this alone. So far there are thirtearsof
for the Kenya mission trip in June and that inckide
my family. If anyone else is fortunate enough to
join us we will be very excited about that. Thip tr
is two weeks and the cost is $2500 per person for
the airfare, food and lodging while in Kenya.

We are welcoming any ideas anyone might
have on how we can raise more funds. We also wel-
come any amount of donation that God allows you
to give, nothing is too small. Any donation can be
given to the church office or myself.

May God bless you mightily for hearing the
cries of the people of Kenya and may He continue to
bless the pockets, hands and hearts that all this
money is coming from.

Help with Grief and End-of-Life Care

The Penn State Cooperative Extension is
pleased to offer the Hospice Foundation of Amer-
ica’'s “Living with Grief: Cancer and End-of-Life
Care” teleconference on Wednesday, March 24
from 1:00-4:30 PM at the Penn State Cooperative
Extension Monroe County Office, 724 Phillips
Street, Suite 201 in Stroudsburg. Registration is
$15.00 and is due by March 12 which includes con-
ference materials; $35.00 includes conference ma-
terials and companion book. To register or for
more info, 421-6430. Space is limited so please
register early.

Alien Tenants

Cartoonist: Doug Hall, 1991









