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Our Mission: 

òThe Reformed Church of Bushkill:   

Sharing Godõs Grace with All People Through  

Vibrant Worship, Caring Fellowship and Christian Loveó 

 

Mission Trip to Kenya 

Woman carrying a five gallon 

jug of water for fellowship time 

after church services, 

usually carried for miles 

In front of Windsor Castle during layover in London 

Back row:  Pastor Steve Sayer and David Verkaik holding Laci Verkaik 

Middle row:  Caroline Verkaik, Salma Verkaik holding Carolineôs niece, Anita, 

                      Sandy Verkaik, Elizabeth Dillard, Carolineôs friend,  

                      Josephine Dillard, and Jennifer Schoonover 

Front row:  Alex Verkaik 

 A group of folks from our church had 

the privilege of going to Kenya from the end 

of May into June.  The objective of the trip 

was to do some work over there (arrange for 

the digging of a well, and finish the building 

of a rudimentary school out in the bush), and 

to have a look around and find out what mis-

sion opportunities were there.  Because weôre 

blessed to have a number of Kenyans in our 

congregation, we also wanted to experience 

Kenyan culture a bit.  Finally, since you 

shouldnôt travel all the way to Africa without 

seeing some of the wildlife, we went on sa-

fari for three days as well. 

 Through your generosity, we were able 

to contribute toward the ultimate digging of a 

well in the Ngong Hills area in the suburbs of 

Nairobi.  The church in which Caroline Verkaik grew up has the vision of providing a well of such scope that it can provide 

water for this town.  That was a larger project than we expected, and obviously, a more expensive one.  Theyôve begun 

fundraising for this project, and we were able to make a substantial contribution to it.  We were also able to pay for the ce-

ment floor of a school/church building out in the Maasai area of Kenya.  This is a very sparsely settled area, used primarily 

for cattle grazing (although we also saw a few zebras munching on the grass).  The school/church is made of corrugated 

metal, and currently has a dirt floor.  This is another project of Carolineôs home church.  Unfortunately, on the days we 

were scheduled to work there, it rained.  The ground in that area is called black cotton soil.  When it gets wet  -  even the top  

quarter inch  -  itôs very nearly as slippery as ice.  Therefore materials couldnôt be delivered 

on the days we were scheduled to work.  We were able to purchase those materials though, 

but had to leave the construction to somebody else.   

 One very interesting mission opportunity we discovered came at the orphanage and 

Christian school operated by Christine Guarnacchioôs mother and sister.  Their orphanage 

houses over 40 kids, most of whose parents have died from AIDS.  Another hundred-plus 

come for school there.  The orphanage and school are surrounded by a farm, which provides 

for many of the needs of everyone.  The kids are fed basic meals ï porridge for breakfast, 

rice, beans, and collard greens for lunch.  The food is filling and nutritious.  We would think 

of it as basic though.  The housing is also basic.  It keeps them dry; there is an electric light 

in most of the dormitories and classrooms.  Bathrooms are latrines, which are not uncom-

mon in Kenya.  Because the walls donôt extend all the way to the ceilings, the noise from 

one classroom is part of the next classô environment.   

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTefgAaA5MtxEA50ijzbkF/SIG=1248mbcdb/EXP=1276098944/**http%3a/www.flickr.com/photos/linkpoint/58720782/
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Lordôs Supper Class July 11 

 

 Our church welcomes children to the Lordôs 

Table.  In order to be admitted to the Lordôs Table, 

children first meet with the elders in order to ensure 

they have a basic understanding of the meaning of 

the Lordôs Supper.  In order to prepare them for 

that meeting, Pastor Sayer holds a class with them 

to help them understand what the elements repre-

sent, the spiritual presence of Christ in the Lordôs 

Supper, that the Supper knits us to God and to 

brothers and sisters in Christ.  Our elders have 

found that children may be able to understand some 

of these things after the age of second grade or so.  

Children of approximately that age are invited to 

attend the class and meet with the elders.  Coming 

to the Table should in no way be viewed as a rite of 

passage, however ï something that a child is sim-

ply expected to do at a certain age.  This should be 

done when a child expresses interest in the Lordôs 

Supper.  That interest comes in its own time ï to 

each child it is different. 

 Pastor Sayer will be leading a childrenôs class 

on the Lordôs Supper on July 11 at 12:30.  Children 

will then meet with the elders two Sundays after 

that, July 25 at 12:30.  Please let Pastor Sayer know 

you will be participating by contacting him at 588-

6773 or pastorss@ptd.net. 

 

Who Do You Know Who Needs an  

Introduction to Christ? 
 

 On July 25, we will be holding a service 

whose primary purpose is to introduce people to 

the life of Christ.  One of the hardest things the 

Christian has to do is the task of helping the Spirit 

connect people with Christ.  There is something 

daunting about this task of evangelism.  Nonethe-

less, it is one of the basic tasks of the Christian. 

 At both our services on July 25, we will be 

laying out the basics of the Christian life.  Our wor-

ship team has been working on ways to do that in 

an engaging, non-threatening, helpful way.  Weôd 

like to encourage you to invite someone you know 

that lives apart from Christ to the services that day.  

Invite them; arrange to sit with them; introduce 

them around. We wonôt hammer them over the 

head, or embarrass them by asking them to stand 

up.  We will, though, let them know what the 

Christian life is about and get them to consider 

whether Christ is calling them to be one of His peo-

ple.  Over the next month, could you think about 

whom you might invite to come to that service? 

 The kids though, are extraordinarily polite and 

respectful (our schools could learn a lesson).  They 

began the morning by singing Christian songs 

(accompanied by some great drumming on a plastic 

jug) with great gusto ï made all the more surprising 

by the earliness of the hour!  The older kids, begin-

ning in perhaps the third grade, learn English, as flu-

ency in this language provides better opportunities.  

Many of the children move on to private high school 

(the public schools in Kenya are overcrowded and of 

low quality).  Of course, providing the tuition for this 

is a challenge.  This orphanage and school seemed to 

be an area where our church might provide a continu-

ing impact in making kidsô lives better.  The needs 

are certainly many. 

 We discovered that water is also a great need in 

Kenya.  The suburbs of Nairobi have expanded 

quickly, without necessary infrastructure accompany-

ing that expansion.  Accordingly, there is a need for 

water in such places ï it is often transported in jerry 

cans from a distance by donkey cart.  Sometimes you 

will pass a person on a motorbike, garbed in so many 

jerry cans that you wonder how he keeps his balance.  

Of course, out in the bush, there is a huge need for 

wells. 

 As for the safari, we can only say, if you ever 

get a chance to go to Africa to see the wildlife, you 

should.  To see lions, zebras, giraffes, rhinos, hippos 

so close that you could just about touch them

(although in the case of many of these species it is 

highly inadvisable to do so!) is just an amazing ex-

perience. 

  

Whatôs With Word Works? ð  

Steve Schoonover 
 

 The elders of consistory, in an attempt to make 

Bibles and Bible study materials available, estab-

lished Word Works a couple years ago. On the first 

Sunday of each month a display of what is regularly 

offered for sale is on display in Rottenberg Hall.  Bi-

bles, Bible study guides, devotionals, index tabs, 

carry covers as well as an excellent illustrated Bible 

dictionary are among the items that are available. 

Stop by and take a look.  There is no doubt some-

thing on the table that would be of help to you or 

make a thoughtful gift for someone you wish to en-

courage. Although the items are displayed only once 

a month, the elders would be glad to order items for 

you any time. Just make your request known to an 

elder.  Currently serving as elders are: Larry Antoine,  

Bob Harter, Lydia Mozon, Dorothy Neal and Steve 

Schoonover. 

mailto:pastorss@ptd.net
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Come on Down to VBS ð Diane Jiorle 

 

 Love, joy, peace, patience and kindness...who 

wouldnôt want their kids to know more about these 

things for their life.  That is just a little of what your 

child will learn at ñSon Harvest County Fairò, this 

summerôs Vacation Bible School.  The week of VBS 

is filled with lots of fun stuff like crafts, games, sing-

ing new songs, meeting new friends  -  but most of all 

learning about how to grow the fruit of Godôs spirit.  

Children ages four years through 6th grade are invited 

to join us the week of July 26-30.  We begin at 9:00 

AM each day and finish at noon.   

 Back by popular demand is wearing a ñcolor of 

the dayò and remember this is just for fun but not re-

quired.  On Monday it is purple, Tuesday is red, 

Wednesday is orange, Thursday is green and Fridayôs 

color is yellow!   

 Our mission for the week will be to help fill the 

shelves for Bushkill Outreach.  If you could bring in 

canned goods or non-perishable food items for them, it 

would be a great help.  Bushkill Outreach is such a 

wonderful blessing to our community!  

 The children will be singing during the 10:30 AM 

worship service on Sunday, August 1.  We will have a 

simple luncheon following the service in Rottenberg 

Hall.   If you have any questions, please contact Diane 

Jiorle at the church office or through e-mail at 

dcfmdiji@ptd.net. 

 

Breaking Free Recovery Center 

 

 A well-known American author named Martin 

Buxbaum penned these works, ñYou can use most any 

measure when youôre speaking of success.  You can 

measure it in fancy homes, expensive cars or clothes.  

But, the measure of your real success is the one you 

cannot spend.  Itôs the way your kids describe you, 

when theyôre speaking to a friend!ò 

 Now you might be thinking, ñWhy is he saying 

this?ò 

 I would guess that youôre trying your best to be a 

good parent, right?  Think for a moment about all the 

time, energy, and money you put into your children.  

You send them to the best schools, help them with 

their homework, buy them the cutest Sunday clothes, 

work  hard  to save for  their college  education,  take  

them to the best doctors, plan special birthday parties, 

drive them to baseball practice, and make their favor-

ite dinner. 

 Thatôs all fine, but make no mistake about it; the 

most important thing you can do for your children is 

none of those things.  The most important thing you 

can do for your children has nothing to do with their 

education, entertainment, athletic endeavors, or even 

their physical health.  The most important thing you 

can do for your children is to have a great marriage. 

 Itôs hard to be a good parent unless you have a 

good marriage.  Why?  Because teaching your chil-

dren how to succeed in love is your most important 

responsibility. 

 There will be nothing more important in your 

childrenôs lives than the success of their own mar-

riage.  And whoôs going to teach them how to love 

their spouse?  You are!  But they wonôt learn it from 

what you say; theyôll learn it from the life you lead.  

Theyôre learn it from your marriage. 

 Whatever you want your children to achieve in 

their life, you first have to achieve yourself.  If youôre 

struggling in your marriage, itôs probably because 

your parents struggled too.  So, whoôs going to break 

the cycle?  Will you be the one to change things for 

generations to come?  Or will your children suffer the 

same burden? 

 Thereôs nothing better for your children than to 

be raised feeling the comfort of parents who love 

each other.  And thereôs nothing more devastating to 

a young person than to be the victim of a broken fam-

ily. 

 If your children donôt see and feel love between 

you and your spouse, it wonôt matter where they go 

to school or how fashionably they dress.  But if they 

perceive true love between you and your spouse,  you 

will give them the greatest gift life has to offer. 

 Think about it for a moment.  If you faced a se-

rious situation that made you think you were going to 

die, what would be your main concerns?  Your bank 

account?  Prestige?  Dirty dishes in the sink?  Your 

vacation? 

 Probably not!  Like many of us, next to our rela-

tionship with God, your family would be your bottom 

line.  Our family is our most important responsibility, 

achievement and legacy.  We see daily evidence that 

the quality of our family life has direct effect on our 

happiness, emotional well-being and mental health. 

 Titus 2:1-7(NIV)  Tells us the recipe for a 

healthy family:  ñYou must teach what is in accord 

with sound doctrine.  Teach the older men to be tem-

perate, worthy of respect, self-controlled, and sound 

in faith, in love and in endurance.  Likewise, teach 

the older women to be reverent  in  the way they live, 
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not to be slanderers or addicted to much wine, but to 

teach what is good.  Then they can train the younger 

women to love their husbands and children, to be self-

controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, 

and to be subject to their husbands, so that no one will 

malign the word of God.  Similarly, encourage the 

young men to be self-controlled.  In everything set 

them an example by doing what is good.  In your 

teaching show integrity, seriousnessò. 

 Healthy, happy families have six common char-

acters.  Commitment (we will not abandon anyone), 

Appreciation (we see the good qualities in each 

other), Communication (we feel connected to each 

other), Time Together (quantity and quality, a family 

needs both), Ability to Cope with Stress and Crisis 

(we rely totally on our faith in God and try to see 

some good in every situation), Spiritual Well -Being 

(it gives freedom from anxiety, guilt, fear and low self 

esteem as well as a hopeful, confident outlook). 

 Loving behaviors, along with listening so we can 

learn from each other, helps to keep love alive in a 

marriage and meet the emotional needs of the chil-

dren.  We can ask three questions that will help us find 

the love we need in our families.  1. How do they ex-

press love to me? (The way they give love is usually  

the way  they  want  to receive love).  2. What do they 

complain about the most often? (Complaints reveal 

their inner needs).  3. What do they request most of-

ten? (Requests will reveal a pattern of how they want 

to be treated). 

 How can I begin to do all this?  Come to the 

Breaking Free Recovery Center at 4:00 PM Sunday.  

If you think you donôt have the time, you might need 

to ask yourself  -  What ARE my priorities? 

 I like the way the Bible explains, ñWhen We 

Practice Real Loveò in 1 John 3:18 (The Message) 
ñMy dear children letôs not just talk about love; letôs 

practice real love.  This is the only way weôll know 

weôre living truly, living in Godôs reality.  Itôs also the 

way to shut down debilitating self-criticism, even 

when there is something to it.  For God is greater than 

our worried hearts and knows more about us than we 

do ourselves.ò 

 

  It is a blessing to serve you in His name, 

  Rob Rozsay, BCBC 

 

 

Bodacious Bible Buddies 

 Sometimes things donôt work out as you sus-

pected they might. Some ideas turn out to be less suc-

cessful than you expected. Sometimes things go 

pretty much as planned.  Every once in awhile things 

work better than you hoped; exceeding your expecta-

tions. The recent discipleship effort to engage folks 

in regular Bible reading has, in many ways, fallen 

into that last category. The folks who have agreed to 

partner with a Bible Buddy in order to stay regularly 

in the Word are generally delighted that they made 

such a decision. 

 Even those who have had to regroup and recom-

mit to a reading plan are recognizing the importance 

of making the Bible an integral part of each dayôs 

activities. The comments that are made in response to 

the weekly Bible Buddy check-in e-mails indicate 

that having an accountability partner has been the key 

to keeping up with a reading plan even if it means 

catching up occasionally by reading two or three 

dayôs worth of reading plan in one sitting.   

 What follows is a sampling of the comments by 

Bible Buddy participants that says much about the 

value of daily Bible reading: 

 ñWe both find it helpful to our individual under-

standing (and commitment) to discuss points of con-

fusion and also marvel at the number of times we are 

both most strongly struck by the same things.ò 

 ñI look forward to my weekly meeting with my 

Bible Buddy and enjoy getting to know her better as 

we both get to know God better.ò 

 ñI never knew what I was missing.ò 

 The Bible Buddy program is ongoing and every-

one is encouraged to do daily Bible reading. If you 

see the value in reading and discussing Godôs Word, 

having a Bible Buddy may be just the thing you need 

to keep you faithful to something you know you 

should do.  Let Steve Schoonover know if you would 

like to be paired up with someone to get your Bible 

reading plan up and running.  He can be reached at 

588-6234(home), 588-6773(church office) or 

smgroups@ptd.net. 

 

We Benefit Greatly from the Andrew and 

Janet Lewis Foundation 
 

 Andrew (Cy) and Janet Lewis were part of the 

Bushkill community.  They were people of means, 

but lived a very unassuming manner.  When they 

died a few years ago, they arranged for their estate to 

mailto:smgroups@ptd.net
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be transformed into a charitable foundation which dis-

tributes its income to the Bushkill Emergency Squad, 

the Bushkill Volunteer Fire Department, a private high 

school in NJ, and our church. 

 Our new church building would not have been 

possible without the Cy and Janet Lewis Foundation.  

Each year we receive considerable income from the 

foundation.  The most we have ever received is 

$113,500.  Because of low values in the stock market 

in 2009, this summer we anticipate receiving the low-

est amount we will have ever gotten (something 

around $80,000).  As is our custom with all the in-

come our church receives, we tithe 10% of this to the 

deacons fund.  We use the remainder to pay our mort-

gage (a bit over $73,000).  This year, we wonôt have 

much leftover (but weôre grateful that we should have 

enough to pay the mortgage for the year).  Other years 

weôve been able to temporarily fund new staff posi-

tions until the regular budget could absorb the ex-

pense, or replace aging office machines, etc.  

 This foundation has been an extraordinary benefit 

to our church, and we want to remember the Lewises 

for the generosity.  Perhaps that generosity could serve 

as an encouragement for us all as we remember our 

church in our wills. 

 

Itôs Consecration Sunday Time! 
 

 In our church, one of the most joyous days all 

year is Consecration Sunday. Consecration Sunday is 

the day we make our commitments to that portion of 

the work of God that is being accomplished in and 

through our church.  This year, in the two worship 

services that centered on the idea of giving, we talked 

about tithing as one of the primary ways we show our 

thanks and worship to God.  We also talked about giv-

ing as one way that we get to participate in something 

greater than ourselves, as lives are changed through 

the Gospel.  As is the custom of our church, we also 

used the occasion to eat, as well as enjoy each otherôs 

company! 

 If you have not yet completed your commitment 

form, one has, in all likelihood, been sent to you 

through the mail.  Could we ask you to return that by 

the Fourth of July?  If we have somehow overlooked 

you, a simple contact with the church office (588-

6773; bshklch@ptd.net) will get that straightened out.  

Thanks so much for playing your role in the ongoing 

movement of Jesus Christ into this community and the 

world. 
 

 

  

Financial Report ð Ina Murray  

 

5/1/10 to     5/31/10              1/1/10 to     5/31/10 

Income       $30,732.27         Income       $95,835.87 

Expenses    $18,471.52         Expenses    $92,496.42 

Difference  $12,260.75         Difference    $3,339.45 

 

 The first group of numbers above shows that we 

are ahead by a very large amount of money, some of 

that $12,260 can be attributed to the fact that we re-

ceived a lump sum annual pledge from one of our 

members in the amount of $10,000 and we received 

$2,010 from the Laurent trust fund which yields ap-

proximately $4,500 annually. 

 The second group of numbers above shows that 

we are ahead by $3,339 ð a small lead in our overall 

budget for the first five months of this year. 

 As I write this on 6/20 we have one Sunday re-

maining in the month and we have received less than 

$10,000 in offering income which is a far cry short of 

the amount we need to receive.   

 

Pulpit Previews 
 

 7/4   Act 18:1-17; 1 Corinthians 5:1-5   Corinth  

- God has claimed us as His people, despite our im-

perfections and unfaithfulness. 

 7/11   1 Corinthians 8:1-13   Corinth  -  We have 

to be careful not to serve as a stumbling block to 

other members of the church  -  we must care for 

them deeply. 

 7/18   Acts 19:1-20   Ephesus  -  If we think 

about ourselves and confess who we really are, we 

can be healed. 

 7/25   Acts 9:1-25   When weôre called to the 

Christian life, weôre called to a 180-degree change. 

 

 

 

Day of Rest? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
          Cartoonist: Andy Robertson, 1994   
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